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( 101) 
II.—Home ApMINIsTRaTion. 
(a)—Police. 7 5 


The Charu Mihir of the 12th December reports the three following 


Outrage against female modesty CASES of outrage against female modesty whi 3 
in the Mymensigh district. lately occurred in the Mymensingh district: 


(1) A kabiraj of Jalnkata, within the jurisdiction of the Sherpur thana, ) 
After 


was gang with his wife in a boat to his native village. 
night fall he anchored his boat at Khariagazi. In the course of 
the night, Thasa, Maijuddin and six other budmashes attacked 


his boat and took away his wife, who was in the family way. 


The kabiraj himself was severely beaten and his efforts to 
rescue his wife proved of no avil. He reported the matter 
to the Sherpur police-station that very night, and the police, 
who immediately 
field. 
tried, 


(2) A similar case has occurred in Kadamtali, within the jurisdiction of 


the same thana, and the offenders have been punished. 
(3) Three Musalmans are being tried by Mr. A. C. Sen for having 
committed outrage on the wife of one Mahes Chandra Modak. | 


Oppression by budmashes is on the increase in Sherpur, Netrakona, Kishor- 
ganj and the Sadar. When Mr. R. C Dutt was Magistrate of the district, he 
kept the dudmashes in check by propa going from place to place, collecting 
information against them, and punishing them under section 110 of the Code 
of Criminal Pocedure. During Mr. 


resent recrudescence of budmashi is due to the discontinuance of this practice 
y the local authorities. Mr. Roe and his subordinate Magistrates should 
revive the practice. 


2. The Pallivasi of the 14th December complains that, under the new 


chaukidari arrangement in the villages, there has 
villages not been a sad want of men to keep watch over the 
raiyats’ paddy lying cut on the fields in this season 
of the year. The number of chaukidars for each village is barely sufficient 
to keep watch over the villagers’ houses. Besides, as the villagers have now 
discontinued the practice of giving paddy and straw to chaukidars in return 
for their keeping watch over the Pane fields, the latter seem to be under the 
impression that it is no longer a part of their duty to keep watch over the crops. 


Crops in the 
watched. 


The number of chaukidars entertained in each village is also quite insufficient — 


- to check the paddy riots, which usually take place in every village. It is 
desirable, therefore, that, in this harvest season, constables of the Bengal Police 
should patrol the villages. vee 


3. The Hitavadi of the 16th December has the following :— 

In our last issue we wrote as follows regarding 
Raja Peary Mohan’s son in a police case:— _ 
Our correspondent writes :—‘‘The reader may 
remember that one Meghnad bag was killed, and four others were wounded 
in June, at Jerur, in the Hooghly district, within the zamindari of Raja Peary 
Mohan Mukharji, one of the 1 ’ of the country. The Inspector of the 
Dhaniakhali thana, who enquired into the case, reported that, at the instigation 
of the Raja's son, his gomasta, nagdis and pathans were implicated in the murder. 
Two Musalmans were arrested as having been implicated in the affair, and 
Babu Syamadhav Rai, Deputy Magistrate of Hooghly, in whose Court yee 
ceedings were instituted, served the Raja’s son with a notice, calling upon him 
to produce his men in Court. The first notice was ignored, and a second notice 
was served, which made the Raja’s son produce only a nagdi in Court. The 
offenders, who had been arrested by the police, have been committed to the 


Raja Peary Mohan Mukharzi's 
son in a riot case. 


Sessions. Many of the offenders, however, are still at large.“ We shall be 
v if ches our correspondent says ‘em true. Those who profess to be 
the “pillars” of the country, or their children, ought not to give the public 


occasion to suspect that they might be implicated in such a bad case as the one 


- 4 
4 5 ° 
n 


went out to enquire, found the woman in a 
Two of the offenders have been arrested and are being 


arle's time, a similar procedure was 
adopted by Babu Ganga Narayan Rai, the Sadar Deputy Magistrate. The 
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tioned above. Raja Peary Mohan's son was, before this, implicated ; 
— serious police iin e do not believe that he will be allowed, e ag 
the British Government, to escape scot-free after the commission of an offence, 


simply because he is the son of a “pillar.” An enquiry ought to be made 


into the matter brought to publie notice by our correspondent. 

It seems that this proposal of an enquiry has offended a wiseacre of Bag. 
bazar, who has come forward to plead, in a strange way, for the Raja Bahadur 
and his son. This mighty defender of the Raja, however, says that he has come 
forward to plead unsolicited. Here is a specimen of his special pleading :— 

There was a serious riot, and the paragraph informs us the police have 
found that the Raja’s sou is implicated in it! But is police version gospel 
truth? Is it fair to traduce a nobleman, because a police officer has found 


against his son? We have every right to assume that the Raja's son is inno- 


cent. It is not likely that the Raja, who is no fool, will spoil everything, nay, 
ruin himself, by implicating himself in a riot.“ 

We did not say that the police version of the case was to be considered 
as gospel truth, or that the charge perferred against the Raja’s son in the 
police report was irrefutable. All that we prayed for was an enquiry into the 
charge. If the enquiry proves the Raja's son guilty, let him be punished. If 
it proves him innocent, let the public know it. Not only for the sake of the 
poor Bagdi who has been killed, but for the sake of the good name of the Raja 
and his son, such an enquiry has become indispensably necessary. . No one 
1 7 that the police report is to be considered as gospel truth, but who will not 
call for an enquiry into a riot into which a man has been killed, and in which 


the police has reported the son of a rich and powerful zamindar implicated ? 


BaNnGavVasl, 
Dec, 17th, 1898. 


Dacca PrakasH, 
Dec, 18th, 1898. 


Raja Peary Mohan is a learned, intelligent and powerful man, It is 
impossible for one to successfully prosecute the son of such an influential person. 
When, therefore, a serious charge has been preferred against the Raja’s son 


in the police report, a careful enquiry ought to be made to ascertain whether 
there is any foundation for it or no. Otherwise, there will be no protection 


for the weak. In this world the weak are generally oppressed by the strong, 


and when a charge of oppression is brought against the strong by the weak, 


it becomes indispensably necessary to make an impartial and careful enqui 
into it. We do not say that the guilt of the strong should be presumed, but 
we do say that for the protection of the weak, the doings of the strong cannot 


be too carefully scrutinised. 
4. The Bangavasi of the 17th December quotes from the letter of a cor- 


pt respondent of the Burdwan Saninani, who complains 
ee Pee of the high-handedness of the Kutwa police fn the 
Burdwan district. Not long ago, a constable, not in his uniform, went. to the 
Kutwa market, where he was accidentally elbowed by a fishmonger. There- 
upon the constable assaulted the fishmonger, and not satisfied with this, went 


to the thana and returned with a few more constables, at the sight of whom the. 


fishmonger took to his heels. He has now lodged a complaint against the 
police constable in question, but strange to say it is the police who have been 
instructed to enquire into his complaint! Two or three days after the institu- 
tion of the case, some constables came to the bazar and arrested the fish- 
mongers on the ground that they were selling rotten fish. The fishmongers 
have struck and no fish can be had in the market. The correspondent. does 
not understand how the police could arrest the fishmongers for. selling rotten 
fish. No such power is given to them in the Police Act. It is the business of 
the Municipality, and not of.the-police to keep rotten fish out of the bazar. 
5. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash of the 18th December says 


eth 6 aie that lately the dead body of one Sonabdi was 
A suspicious death in the Far 


id pur district. found in a jute field, in Sidal Kura, by the Palang 


Police in the Faridpur district. The doctor, who 


conducted the post mortem examination, failed to ascertain the cause of death, 
and the case was reported by the police as one of drowning. Though the Sub- 


divisional Officer of Madaripur has accepted the police report, the case is very 


suspicious, and a chee enquiry by detectives ought to be made. Not long 
ago the Palang: Poli 


subsequently turned out to be a case of murder. 


ce had reported another case as one of accident, but it 
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6, Another correspondent of the same paper says that during the last Dsccs Puaka 
io... two years 60 cases of dacoity, 30 cases of mürder Des. 18th, 1898, 


Orime and criminal justice in and 80 cases of theft, with house-breaking, ha 
0 istri Se gs * a in i ve 
the Fee remained untraced in ‘the Faridpur districts’ Con- 


sidering this laxity of the district police, the Government has sent two special 
Inspectors there. These two officers are doing their best to trace oriminals, 


but are D thwarted at every step by the local police, assisted by the 
inhabitants. The. Magistrates themselves seem to trust the local police more 
than they trust these two Inspectors. It was in consequence of this distrust 
that, in the Palang murder case, which had been successfully traced, the accused 
persons Were acquitted in the face of their own confessions.. The greatest 


unrest seems to bah in the Madaripur subdivision. One Cherag Ali was mur- 
dered, and the Subdivisional Officer committed the informant to the Sessions, 
but he was acquitted for want of evidence. This is not the only case in which 


the Subdivisional Officer acted in a most whimsical manner. It is idle to 
expect that Mr. Temple, the present District Magistrate, who spends most of his 
time in sleep, will be able to check crime in Faridpur, where the strong are 
carrying everything with a high hand. | . 


(50) — Working of the Cours. 


7. A correspondent 7 i Charu Mihir of the 12th December writes as 
ollows :— : a 

It is clear from the reports of crime, which are 

published in the Charu Mihir, that the number of 
murder cases, and of cases of violation of female chastity, is increasing in the 
Mymensingh district. The public and the legal practitioners of the district 
are under the impression that murderers escape more easily than other offenders. 
The results of the murder cases which occurred in Jangalbari and Katiadi are 
really alarming ; and Musalmans are committing the grossest oppression on low 
class Hindus, by taking away, by force, the female members of their families, 
and violating their chastity. Almost every day witnesses a poor Hindu family 
thus insulted and disgraced. The following are some of the chief reasons: why 


Increase of acquittals in the 
Mymensingh Sessions. 


failure of justice takes place so frequently in the trial of these two classes of 


Cases :-—— 


(1) Government’s mistake in placing the subdivisions of the district 


under Musalman Deputy Magistrates, on the ground that the 
district is inhabited chiefly by Musalmans. Kishorganj, Netra- 


kona and Jamalpur prove this mistake; and Government itself, 


it appears, now sees it. 
(2) The fact that reports are now more attended to by the police than 


investigations. 


(3) Increase. of the number of false witnesses, and the corruption of 


the inferior police officers. 

(4, The heartless and perfunctory manner in which prosecutions are 
conducted in the lower Courts. ste 

(5) The constitution of juries, which not unfrequently contain incompe- 
tent and illiterate men. a 

(6) The delay which takes place in taking up Sessions cases after their 
committal. This delay allows witnesses. to be tampered with 
and evidence to be destroyed. | 


To prevent the present mal-administration of justice in the district, it is 
necessary to deprive powerful men of their fire-arms, and to select officers of the 
highest charater for the judicial and executive work of the district. The 
Deputy Magistrates, too, should not send up cases to the Sessions, 80 long as 
they have the power, under the law, to try them themselves. In the subtlety 
of the bar, in the over-scrupulousness of the bench, and in the ooustitu- 
tion of the jury, criminals find ample loopholes for escape in the Sessions 
Courts. 3 a 
The Editor agrees with the correspondent that Subdivisional Officers, in 
order to throw responsibility off their own shoulders, often send up cases to 
the Sessions without considering the nature of the evideuce adduced in the 
cases, The fact that they are at times taken to task for not sending up 


Cuarv Minn, 
Dec, 12th, 1898. 


Ca RU MiHIR, 
Dec. 12th, 1898. 


CHARU MIBIR. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANT, 
Dec. 13th, 1898. 


PaLivasl, 
Dec. 14th, 1898. 


EDUCATION 
Garras, 
Dec. 16th 1898, 


( 1084 ) 


icular cases to the Sessions, should not make them forget their own réspon- 
sibility in this respect, 80 far as to send up cases indiscriminately. Mr. Hamil ton, 
who is a cool-headed and patient Judge, should make it etry to warn 
the Magistrates who send up cases to the Sessions on insufficient evidence, 
Government, on its part, should never place an incompetent officer in 
charge of a subdivision. The spectacle of accused persons, committed to the 
Sessions on insufficient evidence, escaping scot-free, carries with it no lesson 
to the criminal classes, and is calculated to embolden them. The corruption 
of the police is another cause of the increase in the number of Sessions 
cases. | 
8. The same paper says that there being three Sessions Courts in 
3 . _ Mymensingh, namely, the Court of the Sessions 
‘ J — the Mymensingh dis. Judge, the Court of the Additional Sessions J udge, 
ore and the Court of the Assistant Sessions J udge, 
about 30 jurors are every day summoned to attend, but the sammonses do 
not contain the names of the Courts to be attended. The jurors have, there- 
fore, to find out for themselves the Courts in which their services are required. 
Sometimes a juror who has been summoned and has attended Court finds, on 
enquiry, that his name is not included in the list for that day. This causes 
serious trouble to those who come from distant places. Mr. Hamilton is re- 
uested to see that these sources of inconvenience to jurors are removed. He 
thould appoint a place where jurors should assemble, and where they might 
be able to learn which Court they would have to attend. The frequent sum- 
moning of mufassal jurors involves them in much trouble and loss of money. 
As the list of jurors now stands, many jurors have to attend twice in the 
course of every 10 days. The names of more men should be included in 
the list. | | : 


9, The same paper says that the punishment inflicted on Babu Basanta 


awe Kumar Guha, Nazir of the District Judge’s Court, 
„ 1 in connection with the service of summons on the 
ene e Postal Superintendent, in the shape of degradation 
to the post of Munsif's sarishtadar, has been too severe for his offence. If 
Mr. Hamilton is anxious to clean the augean stable of his office, he should 
inflict exemplary punishment on the men who forge the District Judge's name, 
and alter his orders, and not on the men who commit comparatively light 
offences. eek leah 

Mr. Pennell, when going on leave, placed the service-book, bearing the 
forged signature and the altered orders of the District: Judge on an application 
for leave, in the charge of ‘Mr. A. C. Sen, Additional Judge. The book and 
the papers have since been lost from Mr. Sen’s box, though it is not 0 
known how they have been abstracted. The case ought to be thoroughly 
enquired into. 

10. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 13th December is sorry to see a 


: correspondent of the Hitavadi mdulging in ridicule 

oa Fisher, Magistrate of Burd: at the expense of Mr. Fisher, Magistrate of Burd- 

3 wan.. (Report on Native Papers for 10th Decem- 

ber, paragraph 16.) Mr. Fisher’s fault was that, by way of punishment, he took 

away a scythe from a syce who was cutting grass on the roadside, thereby 

ate the beauty of the road. Mr. Fisher has been in Burdwan for some 
years, and he has never been known to do a wrong or high-handed act. 

11. The Pallivasi of the 14th December is glad to learn that Mr. 

3 Walmsley, Subdivisional Officer of Raniganj, in the 

Odder af Hmgden, Subdirisional Burdwan district, while on tour, takes up and 

ganj. a 
disposes of only such cases as come from the vil. 
lages nearest to his camp. This suits the convenience of the parties concerned 


2 well, and puts no one to trouble. Such conduct is commendable in 
a judicial officer. es 


12. A correspondent of the Education Gazette of the 16th December draws 

Th the High Court’s attention to the injustice which 
“ation ean” Mukhtership Examin- has been done by its new Mukhtarship Examina- 
; | tion rule to the poor students, who spent their time 

and money in passing the middle Examination, with the one object of taking 
up mukhtarship as their profession, but who could not, up to last year, appear 


Rangpur. 
in the Nilphamari subdivision of the Rangpur district, had been forcibly 
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at the examination, either because they were not of the required age or for 
some other reason. Many candidates were rejected by District Indges last 
ear on account of their appearing to be below the prescribed age. What will 
ome of these candidates now? If these unfortunate creatures had received 
timely notice, they would have trained themselves for some other work, say 
the artizan’s, instead of weeny time in the pursuit of an object which 


they were sure not to * he High Court never decides a case without 
giving proper notice to the party who will be affected by its decision. And 


as the case of these boys has decided without proper notice given to 
them, it is hoped that it will be re-considered, and that they will be given one 
opportunity of trying their chance. et | 
13. A correspondent of 1 Hitavadi of the 16th December complains 
a i of oppression of raiyats by the employés of the 
re u G e Wane, Court of Wards, Chittagoit. Baba Une Ohkndra 
Chittagong. Rai, zamindar of Nayapara, has lately died, leaving 
a minor son, Babu Sudhansu Rai. The estate has come under the 
ment of the Court of Wards, and it is complained that its employés are 
extorting a fee of two annas and a-half for each rupee from the raiyats. Lal 
Mian, a muharrir, is beating, confining, and otherwise ill- treating the raiyats 
for this fee. Here is an instance: Ujirali Panchait, an influential Musalman 


raiyat, was passing by the zamindar’s cutcherry, when Lal Mian called him and 


demanded rent, together with the salami or fee. Ujirali promised to pay the 
rent another time, as he had nothing with him then. Upon this Lal Mian 
ordered a peon to arrest him. Ujirali shoved off the peon and took to his heels, 
but he was overtaken by Lal Mian’s myrmidons. ey brought him to the 
cutcherry, where he was shoe-beaten and ill-treated in various other ways. 
Ujirali has prosecuted Lal Mian and all the Court of Wards employés, headed by 
Rai Kailas — Das, Bahadur, are trying their best to defend the accused. 
14. The same paper finds fault with the decision of Mr. Ahmed, Sessions 

f Judge of Rangpur, in a rape case, recently tried 

Mr. Ahmed, Sessions Judge of by him. In this case, the complainant stated that 
a young woman, Yasoda by name, of Kishorganj, 


abducted by a local Musalman zamindar, kept confined in several places, and 
ravished by him. The case was instituted in the first instance, in the Court 
of the Subdivisional Officer of Nilphamari, who committed the accused to the 
Sessions under sections 147 on 366 of the Indian Penal Code. When the 
charge was framed, nothing was known about the whereabouts of the injured 


woman. But later on she managed to escape from her confinement in the 


company of arelative. The zamindar’s men tried to intercept her on the 
way, but she was brought, under police escort, to the Magistrate of Rangpur, 
where she gave a description of all the injuries that had been done to her. 
On the day of the hearing of the case, the Government Pleader applied 
for a postponement on the ground that an important witness had turned u 
in the shape of the injured woman. The Sessions Judge, however, declin 
to grant a postponement, heard the case, disbelieved the evidence for the 
prosecution, and acquitted the accused. ee: 
It is such a Judge as this who so long kept the Government spell-bound, 
and induced it to pardon = his Dea ailings and ee a 1 
unfortunate Rangpur le have so long been praying and praying for 
transfer, but 8 prayer has at last lade granted, an Ahmed 
has been transferred from Rangpur. oe 
Judges like Mr. Ahmed are multiplying in this country. The increase 
of such wayward and whimsical J slew is due to the fact that Judges and 
Magistrates in this country are never taken to task for miscarriages of justice, 
for fasta faste, for muddles in trials. It is, however, high time to find out a 
remedy for this evil. Those who, entrusted with the dispensation of justice, 


also of society and the country. ae be 
15. The General and Gauhari Asfi of the 16th December says that the 
. absence of the name of Kazi Abdul Latif, er- 


_ The result of the High Court Editor of the Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide news- 


R paper, from the list of the Urdu cai idates who 


trample upon justice in this way, are enemies not only of the Government, but 
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who cannot approach him in point of learning, it is probable: 


/ | 
j / 
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have passed’ the Calcutta High Court Translatorship Examination, is a clear 
indication that the Urdu examiner acted very ane, It is a wonder how 
a man like, the Kazi, who is known throughout India as one of the best 
Urdu writers, has failed to pass in Urdu while he has passed in Kaythi-Hindi, 
in which his acquirement is comparatively poor. Seeing that & man of the 
Kazi's ability has failed in an examination which has been = by man 
| at the Kazi’s 
failure is due either to an oversight on the part of the examiner, or to the 
fact that some personal grudge made the examiner do him an injustice, The 
Chief Justice is solicited to rectify the error. If he thinks a fresh examina: 
tion unnecessary, he should have the papers re-examined by the Board of 
Examiners. er 
16. The Tripura Hitaishi of the 16th December writes as follows: 

3 5 1 * me ae have 155 co to 1 Kumud 
abu Syama Kumud Mokhariji, arji, Deputy istrate of Comilla, gainin 
Deputy Magistrate of Can. 2 notoriety. ‘But we shall fail in the bre date 
we have imposed on ourselves, if we bag nothing about his tarnishing the 
good name of the British Government by his manner of administering justice. 
We know that our feeble protest will be slighted by Babu Syama umd. 
We can hardly expect that our criticism will set him right, when repeated 
humiliation and degradation received at the hands of the Government have 


failed to do so. But we hope that what we are writing will attract the Govern- 


ment’s notice. | 3 | 

Babu Syama Kumud’s behaviour towards parties and mukhtars is simply 
disgraceful, and unworthy of a gentleman. He insults every mukhtar who 
enters his Court by any other door than that assigned by him for the purpose. 

Babu Syama Kumud is said to eat nothing during day-time. He, there- 
fore, feels no inconvenience in attending Court ut 9-30 or104.m. And as 
soon as he comes to Court, he calls out the cases on his file, and in the absence 
of 4 a pleaders, mukhtars and witnesses, who fail to come to Court at that 
early hour, strikes the cases off. The practice of the Deputy Magistrate is 
interfering with a proper administration of justice. In a criminal circular it is 
expressly aid down that no Court should sit at an hour which is inconvenient 
to the public, or when they cannot attend without suffering loss. But Babu 


Syama Kumud is not the man to obey a circular order. He boasts of his 


practice of attending Court at 10 a.m. He has to receive applications from two 
thanas, and has, in consequence, to dispose of 30 to 35 applications every 
day. But he finishes this work before 12 noon and then goes away to chat 
with other Deputies. An enquiry should be made into the loss which the people 
of Comilla are suffering, in consequence of Babu Syama Kumud’s manner 
of administering justice and into many other graver charges which are made 


‘against him. : 


The record of Babu Syama Kumud’s service shows that he has been 
alternately going up to the 6th grade, and coming down to the 7th since his 
appointment to a Deputy Magistrateship on the 3rd July, 1881. We do not 
know why he was suspended in 1894, But it isa wonder that he has been able 


to remain in the service so long. Some member of the Bengal Council ought 
to put a question regarding Babu Syama Kumud’s doings. | 


(d)— Education. 


17. The Bankura Darpan of the 8th December recommends the study of 
Agriculture as u subject of °F iculture in the Primary and Middle schools. 
study in the Primary. and Middle : 


e addition of a new subject may increase the 
„ burden now lying on the young students, and the 
writer therefore suggests that science, as a subject, should be excluded from the 


schools. 


curriculum of the vernacular schools. A proper teaching of science, in all its 


Primary and M 


_ books in literature, in which the 
learner. Those o-will go up f 


details, forms a pet of higher education. All that is required to be done in the 
g d Middle schools is to instil the easy principles of science into the 
minds of young students, and this is best done by introducin 


| by them into text- 
can be made easily intelligible to the young 
or higher examinations will get an opportunity 


in future to study science in detail. ‘The peasant boy, whose education will end 
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in the vernacular school, will not profi 
but will benefit by learning agriculture. 


18. A correspondent of the Basumat of the 15th December complains: 


that in the last Middle English and Middle Verna- 
cular Scholarship Examinations, the paper on 
5 mensuration was rather stiff. According to the 
Director's orders, students are not required to read those portions of mensuration 
which require the extraction of square roots. In this year's mensuration paper, 
however, a question was set which could not be worked out without the extrac- 
tion of square roots. This question bore 12 marks oe ) ee 
19. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 16th December condemns the system of 
education which prevails in the Arabic Department 
De ecte of the Madrassa duc. of the Calcutta Madrassa. The only subjects 
ma which are taught there are the three languages 
Urdu, Persian, and Arabic, and even these are not thoroughly taught. The 
text-books in Arabic are those which were appointed many years ago, and have 
never been changed. There are a large number of good books in Arabic, and 
the best text-books for the Madrassa boys would be selections compiled there- 
from. In fact, as Arabic is now taught in the Madrassa, the students, who 
ass the final examination, can hardly write a good essay in that language, To 
earn the language thoroughly, they must read the writings of many authors. 
Nor is religion properly taught. Neither the Koran nor the Hadish, neither the 
Tafsir nor the Fekar is taught, and it is impossible to get a thorough insight 
into the religion of Muhammad without reading these. Bat the greatest defect 
of the Madrassa education is that history, geography and mathematics find no 
lace in its curriculum, At one time, Muhammadans were famous for their 
ove of history, and it was they who taught mathematics to the western world. 
Yet the curriculum of the Madrassa does not contain these two subjects! 
Madrassa boys who have left the College, can hardly describe the geographical 
position of their own village. It is absolutely necessary to include these three 
subjects in the Madrassa course, if the education imparted there is to expand 
the mind and sharpen the intellect of its recipients. 
20. According to the Sanjivani of the 17th December, Dr. Martin, 
Director of Public Instruction, has been granted 
an extension of service for fifteen days, in order to 
enable him to earn-a special pension. But whathas Dr. Martin done that he 
should get a special pension ? 


The last Middle English and 
Middle Vernacular Examinations. 


* 


Dr. Martin's special pension. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


21. A correspondent of the Charu Mthir of the 12th December complains 

of want of good drinking-water for men and cattle 

Water scarcity in a village in in the village Muzaffarpur, in the Netrakona sub- 

the Mymensingh district. division of the Mymensingh district. The villagers 

have made over to the Local Board a piece of land, in the heart of the village, 

for the excavation of a tank, but the Board has as yet taken no steps in further- 
ance of the object. . 5 . 

22. A correspondent of the Basumati of the 15th December writes that 

| on the 5th December last an election was held of 

, An siesta of members for a members for the Karimpur Local Board, in the 


Board complained aint. Nadia district. The Bagchis of Jumsarpur got 


the names of a large number of people, bound more or less by obligations to 
them, registered in the voters’ list. The writer, however, has great objection 
against the Bagchi Babus who, as Local Board members for the last few years, 
paid no attention to the sanitary condition of the villages. ‘The writer requests 
the authorities to cancel the election in question and hold another election. 


— 2 | F- Questions affecting the land. A) 
23. The Charu Mihir of the 12th December says that many landholders 
oer | are now in the habit of leaving the management of 
_ Absenteeism of zamindars. = their zamindaris in the hands of their amla, and of 
themselves living in luxury in or near Calcutta. The amla are not always men 


* 


competent to manage zamindatis. Nay, there are among them men who 


t by a smattering knowledge of science, 
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- and has to pay an exorbitant fee to the railway porter to have it carried to the 
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employ tricks to send their masters away in order to serve their selfish ends; ax 
the absence of their masters gives them excellent opportunities of committing — 
extortions upon the raiyats in the name of mai ent. It is not likely that 
Government's condemuation of absénteeism once a year in the Annual Admin. 
istration Report will bring such zamindars to their senses.. They will come 
round only if Government deals severely with any cases of oppression, which 
occur on the estates of absentee zamindars. ie | 

It is a source of great discouragement to the raiyats to compare the old 
zamindars of the country with the present race of ind The. old 
zamindars ruled as well as cared for their raiyats. In their time, raiyats 
joined in their zamindars’ festivities. Now-a-days zamindars only suck money 
out of their raiyats, and spend it in domestic ceremonies, far from their own 
homes and the homes of their raiyats. For various reasons raiyats are being 
alienated from their zamindars; and alienation between zamindars and raiyats 
is not good for the community. : aoe 


(y)—Rathoays and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


24. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 14th December says that though the 
3 Kandi-Panchthupi road, in the Kandi subdivision 
Bad condition of a road in the 


n of the Murshidabad district, has received its usual 


vee annual repair, such tinkering fails to permanently 
improve the condition of the road, which is extremely miserable. In the 
course of the last three or four years, a number of fresh breaches have occurred, 
and now double the money that would have been sufficient to put the road in 
thorough repair some years ago will be required to set it right. A number of 
bridges have become absolutely necessary, If the road is still neglected, it will 
take still more money to repair it in future. The Government is earnestly 
requested to take up the repair of the road at once. The road serves not only 
Panchthupi, which is itself a large and important village, but also the villages 
of Tarapur, Gadda, Sinhari, Melendi, Sundarpur, Hatisala, Godha, é, 


Muniadihi, Harischandrapur and Apumolla. The Magistrate intended to visit 


Panchthupi this year, and the people expected much good from his visit, But, 


unfortunately, the idea of a visit has been given up. 


25. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan. of the 16th December com- 
plains that the inhabitants of Mirjapur and nine 
an OM toad in che Bankara Other villages, in the Katulpur thana of the Bankura 
district, submitted memorials to the District and 
Local Boards for the repair of the road between Mirjapur and Khundanga, 
which is in a most miserable condition for want of repairs, and has in places 


been encroached upon by the villagers, but neither Board has lent an ear to 


their representation. The road is used for trade purposes, and its repair will 
greatly benefit the people of the villages in question. . 
26. A correspondent 7 the Prativasi 2 ihe ae! 1 * 

ö ; lat a passenger for Khulna e Eastern | 
nn Railway has to suffer a 8 and one in- 
conveniences. At the Sealdah Station he becomes hampered with his luggage, 


train. The porter’s fee is fixed, but such is the — of the combination 
among them that they will not carry luggage if their exorbitant demand is not 
complied with. The passenger is equally harassed in getting his luggage booked, 
and also in getting a ticket without paying something to the railway. employés. 
It is a risky affair to travel second class by the Khulna mail, as European 
soldiers generally travel that class and ill-treat native passengers. The car- 
Tages, again, are not well lighted, and no water is to be had on the line. 
Ihe passengers have to suffer great inconvenience also in the steamer. 
The steamer is not properly lighted, and the intermediate class, which means 
a place on the deck screened off, is simply intolerable. The arrangements 
for landing passengers at the steamer: stations are highly defective. At the 
Perozepore station, for instance, the passengers are landed on a chur. 
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27. The Murshidabad a 8 December nee the follo A g:.— 

6 The Chief Secretary is the right- hand of the 
anne maar? vidi a Lieutenant-Governor, and the office of Chief Secre- 
N tary is now filled by Mr. Bolton. Of late, we have 
been pained to hear complaints against him. As an Assistant or Joint-Magis- 
trate, Mr. Bolton served long in the Murshidabad district, and, so far as we are 
aware, gained a good name. He used to talk freely with everybody, and 
never forgot to enquire about anyone with whom he had come into contact 
even once. With his promotion his nature should have become more noble. He 
now fills the highest office under the Government of Bengal, but, unfortunatel 
for the natives of Bengal, he is said to have become less kind to them. Wi 
his elevation in office, his nature is said to have undergone a change for the 
worse. We hear that he no longer makes the acquaintance of the leading 
members of society, because he has little leisure. The variety and importance 
of his work, of course, leaves him little leisure. But it is a part of the Chief 
Secretary’s duty to mix with the public in order to ascertain public feeling 
regarding the measures of Government. Mr. Cotton filled the office of 
Chief Secretary with great credit and was promoted. He was an affable 
man and had a kind word for everybody. He conversed with one and all, 
in order to gauge public feeling and ascertain the real condition of the country. 
He tested official opinion in the light of the information which he thus obtained, 
and then did what appeared to him to be right. In this way Mr. Cotton 
succeeded not only in carrying on the administration smoothly, but also in 
keeping the people contented. It is the example of Mr. Cotton which Mr. 
Bolton should follow. . 

We cannot say who is responsible for the undue favour shown to a Eurasian 
Deputy Magistrate by promoting him over the heads of five or six native 
‘Officers, who have all, from time to time, been highly spoken of by the District 
‘Magistrates under whom they served. The information was published by the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika, which also said that the Eurasian officer was a favourite 
of Sir Charles Elliott. It is hoped that some member of the Bengal Council 
will ask the Government a question on the subject. . a 

We ask Mr. Bolton not to be wholly influenced by the opinions of his 
subordinates, but to lend an ear to non-official as well as to official opinion, and 
then act as he thinks right. Let him act in this manner, and we shall be 
satisfied. | 1 7 

28. The Basumati of the 15th December complains that post-cards and 

| | postage stamps are not sold and parcels are not 
oe delivered by mufassal post offices on Sundays. 
This causes the mufassal people very great inconvenience. According to Postal 
rules, postmasters have to despatch the mail and take delivery of parcels even 
on Sundays. We therefore fail to understand why they should not also be 
required to sell postage stamps. and get parcels delivered by postal peons. 
Village postmasters live in the post office buildings, and they not be put 
to any additional labour if they are required to sell postage stamps on Sundays. 

29. The Hitavadi of the 16th December has the following: — . 

A complaint in connection with The Medical College Hospital is the bes 
the Caloutta Medical College managed hospital on this side of India, and it is 
sonpitel. apity that there should occur cases which reflect 
no little discredit upon its managing staff. On the 15th November last, the 
son of an influential resident of Uttarpara, aged about 27 or 28, was admitted 
to the Calcutta Medical College Hospital on the recommendation of Babu 
Guru Charan Sen, the doctor in charge of the Uttarpara Hospital. The 
patient was lodged in a separate compartment in Dr. Charles’ ward. ‘The 
patient was at first under the treatment of Babu Guru Charan Sen, who 


A postal complaint. 


declared his complaint as “ obstruction of bowels” and made a surgical opera- 


tion at the mouth of the anus. Dr. Charles made an incision upon the pars 
‘operated upon, He paid a visit to the patient once in the morning every day 
and declared his complaint to be“ extravasation of urine.” He, however, assur 


the patient’s friends and relatives that he was gradually progressing. ig 7 


went on in this way till the 20th November last, when in the evening the 
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patient became very restless, and the sym yt 


ptoms of his illness grew from bad 
to worse. The patient’s brother and relatives left him in the aan of 09 
friends and went to their house in Bowbazar Street. At about 9 P. u., Dr. Bird 
came, examined the patient’s abdomen and went away. The nurse told the 
Ren. friends that the doctor meant to operate upon him that very night, 

is surprised the two friends, The patient was very low and suffering from 
high fever. No relative was near. Not knowing what to do, one of thetwo men 
in whose charge the patient had been left went away to consult the patient's. 
relatives. In the hall he met Dr. Bird conversing with a Bengali doctor, 
who seemed to be an old and experienced physician. But in reply to the 
enquiries of the broken-hearted friend, he smilingly answered that Dr. Bird 
had made up his mind to make the operation at 9-30 p.m. The patient, he said, 
was not likely to live, and it was a useless attempt to make the operation. 


When the friend returned with the patient’s brother, he saw that the 
patient was not in his room. On enquiry he learnt that he had heen taken 
upstairs on his cot in spite, of the protests of the friend in whose charge he was 
left. At this juncture came the nurse and ordered the patient’s brother and 
friends out of the room. They took their seats on the bench at the gate, but 
were ordered out of the hospital compound by the durwan. They had to wait 
outside the hopital compound. At about 10P.m., the patient was brought 
down to his room. He was all calm and quiet. His eyes were half closed, and 


he was breathing hard. The patient was about to die, and his friends and 


relatives wanted to him to the Ganges before his death. At 11 A. M. the 
next day they got the Principal’s permission to take him away. At 1-25 p. M. 
the patient breathed his last. 


After the patient’s death, when the clothes were taken off his body, 
a mournful spectacle presented itself. There was an incision, measuring about 
4 inches from right to left and desending down to 2 inches above the mouth of 
the anus. There was another operation, the incision beginning just below 
the umbilicus in the pinea alba and descending about 4 inches. The incisions 
were very deep, and itis the conviction of many that they hastened the patient’s 
death. tt is at least quite probable that the patient would have lingered a 
few days more if Dr. Bird ‘had not forcibly made the dangerous operations 
without the permission of the patient’s friends and relatives. Dr. Bird could 
not at first diagnose the patient’s complaint, and declared it to be perfneum 
abscess” after making the dangerous experiment in question upon the patient's 
it is the height of folly to make such a dangerous operation at night on 
the body of a patient in # critical condition without the permission of his near 
relatives. There is no doubt that the deep rooted prejudice of respectable 
people against hospital treatment is due to such rash conduct of the hospital 
3 as the one under notice. As for the courtesy of the Bengali doctor, 
it is certainly of a wonderful kind. The vanity of youth has not left him 
even in hisold age. But let that pass. It isin this fallen country alone that 
such rash operations are made without giving rise to an agitation. In England 
orany other country a hue andcry would have been raised over such a rash 
operation. The newspaper reader is aware what a severe sentence has been 
passed upon a medical man in England for making an illegal operation upon 
the person of a woman. | 5 5 
The relatives of the deceased could not perhaps have the dead body 
examined by other doctors on religious and social grounds. Such an examination, 
however, would have materially helped an enquiry into this. matter. We, 
however, request the hospital authorities to enquire whether the making of the 
operation against the wishes of the patient’s friends and relatives, simply for the 
sake of an experiment, did not hasten the death of the unfortune young man, 


30. The Bangavasi of the 17th December is not satisfied with the appoint- 

: eg | om 5 e an as 3 r of 1 ; 
2 3 Temple. e Government has, of course, done 

oe eee what it has thought right and proper to do, but has 

n in appointing an old Christian Civilian to a post b virtue of 

which he will have to superintend over the worship the dhoga and the raga—of 
Lord Jagannath? „ e 
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31. The Hitavadi of the 16th December has a cartoon on the Calcutta 
‘es : ne Municipal Bill, A sale-room isshown, the Calcutta 
4 Apel BAL on the Caleutta Mu- Municipal Bill being under the hammer. There is 

- gathering of Europeans and natives. The sale is 
being conducted by Europeans, and aining is evidently goi 7 


on over 
“Calcutta, between two Europeans. Near the auctioneer s another. 


European, looking somewhat like Sir John Woodburn. From the table hangs 
a cloth, on which is written: The new law is for convenience.” On the sale 
board is written the following: | 


on sare. | „ 

Buildings on narrow lanes, tiled huts, and kutcha-pucca buildings. 
Convenience of the poor—they will get a price for their property. __ | 
The lands of the poor will be sca to thoes, the profit made in the transaction 
going to the public exchequer. ) 


The benefit of the poor—they will have open and well-ventilated houses, and large 


streets. 8 
The letter- press runs as follows: 
** Mackenzie, Lyall and Company. 
Auction room—Bengal Council Chamber. 
For sale— Local Self-Government. 
For benefit of the poor.” 


V1.— MiscELLANEous. 


32. The Basumati of the 15th December has the following :— 
: — : Englishmen are in the habit of boasting that, 
ua of india's improverish- under their rule, theease and comfort of the Indian 
nt under English rule. 2 P . 4 ae 
people have increased, and their economical condi- 
tion has also undergone a change for the better. We are prompted by a 
belief,” said Lord George Hamilton not long ago, that wherever the British 
flag floats, there the condition of the people under it improves.” But is this 
borne out by facts? It is about a century and a-half that India has come 
under the sway of the English, but has this long period of British rule been 
marked by any very great improvement? The answer to this question comes 
from the Famine Commission. The enormous section,” runs their report, 


“including the great mass of day-labourers and unskilled. artizans, not only shows 


no improvement in ability to resisit famine, but is becoming more liable to 
starvation.” If this is true, what is there for Englishmen to boast of ? The 
officials, we take it, cannot ventureto question the correctness of this statement. 
It is neither Congress agitators, nor native editors who have said this. The 
decision has bcen arrived at after a careful enquiry, and examination of witnesses 


by a Commission appointed by the Governmnent itself. The statement made 


by such a body cannot but he —_ as correct, 

To tell the truth, famine has been visiting this country, since the establish- 
ment of British rule, with a frequency never before known. That much 
talked of famine of 1768, known as the chhiatiurer manwantur or the famine 

of 76 (B.E.) broke out in the js cag, Sg British rule, and, after that, 
famine was not heard of for a long time. 1768, however, there were no 
facilities of communication. There were no railways, no canals, no ferry fund 
or feeder roads. It was, therefore, not at all strange that there should have 
been such a widespread famine at that time. But now-a-days facilities of com- 
munication have improved. Railways have been constructed all over the 
country from one end to the other. Steam-vessels are plying along the sea 
coasts, and commodities are being carried from one end of the country to the 


other, Why, then, this widespread famine? This appalling reg ? It is 


not that the people cry for food only during a famine or scarcity. According 


to Dr. Hunter, forty millions of people in India perpetually live on one meal a 


5 But why is this so? The soil of India has not ceased to yield its produce 
as plentifully as it used to do before. It still yields corn which, after feeding 


the Indian people, can meet the requirements of foreign lands. But, thanks to 


the British administrative policy, the Indian peasant has to hand over his 


wealth of corn to foreigners and starve himself. 


Hrravant, 
Deo, 16th, 1896. 


BaSUMATI, 
Deo, 15th, 1898. 


HITAVADI, 


Dec, 16th, 1898 


HITAVADI. 


anda large amount is being annually sent home, not a 
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Let us explain how this comes about. During the Hindu rule, the p t 
had to pay only one-sixth of the produce to the Government. This the dor 


ment devoted to the promotion of the welfare of the le. To use on 
Kalidas’ similes, the Hindu ruler, like the sun, gave back This people ten 425 
what he took from them. The Musalman ruler, it is true, sometimes drew 
heavily from his subjects, but he spent all he took within ‘the country, and 
thereby benefited the people, But such is not the case under British rule, 
Except in permanently-settled estates, the rent is being 1 enhanced, 

i ho arthing of which 
ever returns to this country. The country is being thus impoverished. ~ 

It may be said that, when the existing outturn of corn does not suffice, 

more corn ought to be grown. But who is to grow, and how? The conntr 
is being impoverished by the drain in the shape of the home charges. There 
is no capital in the country. To check this tide of impoverishment, natives 
should be more largely employed in the Government service and native arts 
and manufactures should be encouraged. The system of permanent settlement 
should be extended, or rents should be fixed. at least for 20 years in estates 
not permanently settled. Without a sincere attempt to improve the economi- 
cal condition of the country, it is useless to try to put a stop to the recurrence 
of famine and scarcity. : . 


33. Two Musalman associations, writes the Hitavadi of the 16th Decem- 


ber, have been made famous by being mentioned 
with es servants: Conting by the Secretary of State in his ac on the 

. unicipal Bill and in his defence of the sedition law. 
Among the members of these two associations many are Government servants. 
The public may naturally feel a cnriosity to know how these men could take 
part in a political agitation or freely express their opinions on a political 
question like the one which was involved in the passing of the sedition law. 
The case of Mr. Thorburn has now enabled everybody to understand how un- 
justifiable it is on the part of Government servants to express opinions on 


1 


bee. questions. How, then, could a Judge of the Calcutta Small Cause 


ourt and a Magistrate of Calcutta, as members of public associations, support 
the sedition measure? How, again, do they venture to join associations in 
which political questions are discussed ? 


34. The same paper writes as follows: | 

Just as the Governor-General of India comes 
to know India and matters Indian through the 
officials, so does the Czar of all the Russias depend 
entirely upon his subordinates, and often becomes a helpless tool in their hands. 
The Russian press does not enjoy full liberty, and the Czar often fails to 
know the true state of things in his country. In this country, too, the sedi- 
tion law being passed, at the instigation of narrow-minded officials, to keep 
the press under subjection, a great obstacle has been thrown in: the way of 
the. Government being furnished with correct information regarding the people 
and the country. Famine has broken out in Central Russia, but the officials 
are denying its existence. The Czar, however, has not this time placed any 


The Russian and British methods 
of government compared. 


confidence in them, and has sent two Adjutants to the affected tract with the 


instruction that they should not depend upon the local officials for information, 
but should make an independent enquiry. Many officials in this country seem 
to bear a close resemblance with Russian officials. In 1866, when the great 
Orissa famine first broke out, Sir Cecil Beadon ignored its existence, and Lord 
Lawrence had to make independent efforts to be acquainted with the true state 
of things in Orissa. But not to go so far back, what was that which took 
place during the last famine? There was a famine of an acute type and 
people began to die from starvation, but still the Viceroy did not do so much 
as to send the information to England. The officials admitted the existence of 
famine only when a tel was sent home, from a private source, report- 


ing its outbreak. The Czar of Russia may now depend upon getting correct 


information. By taking an independent line of action he has offended. the 


officials, but if it turns out that famine has really broken out in Central Russia, 


the officials who tried to conceal its existence will have to pay dearly for their 
fault. For, after all, Russia is not India. | ones 5 
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35. A correspondent of the same paper complains of mismanagement in 


Missmanagement of the puri 


the Puri temple. The present sebast or Superin - 


temple. tendent of the temple is Raja Mukundadev Baha- 


See dur who came of age only two years ago. Darin 

his minority the management of the temple was fai the Kare of! his ee a 
mother. That lady did not manage the temple affairs well, but under the 
management of the young Raja, the temple affairs are drifting from bad to 
worse. The daily bhogas or offerings of food to the god do not come off regu- 
larly. ‘The Raja is over head and ears in debt, and cannot always regularly 
pay for the öhoga, which isa costly affair. It sometimes happens that of the 
two bhogas, only one is offered, the evening dhoga failing to make its appear- 
ance. It should be borne in mind that the two bhogas, after they 4 
offered to the god, are distributsd among hundreds of Sannyasis and denen 
who absolutely depend upon them for the satisfaction of their hunger. The 
Puri pilgrims, too, do not cook, but eat the mahaprasad. If, therefore, the bhoga 
is not regularly offered, or if one of the dhogas is left out, a large number of 
people are put to very great inconvenience. That this irregularity in-the observ- 
ance of religious rites in the Puri temple is a source of great dissatisfaction 
to an orthodox Hindu goes without saying. 

But why this irregularity in the worship of the god? Is the temple 
income not sufficient for the purpose? The temple income is derived from 
three sources: —(a) the devatiar, or the landed property of the temple, (ö) the 
pranami, or money-ofiering to the god, (e) the sale of the mahaprasad. The 
annual income of this devattar property is Rs. 23,000, but the rents of the 
land, which were fixed about 30 or 40 years ago, can now be enhanced and 
the income increased by about Rs. 12,000. The eecond source of income 
is pranami i. e., the money-offerings paid by pilgrims. A large portion of 
the income derived from this source is misappropriated. If carefully and 
honestly managed, this income will not be an inconsiderabe one. The third 
source of income is the sale of the mahaprasad. The income from this source 
is shown as Rs. 8,000, but the real income from this source ought to be not 
less than Rs. 50,000. 

The expenses of the temple amount to a large figure, the daily bhaga 
expenses amounting to as much as Rs. 100. It may seem that the expenses 
outweigh the income. But that is not so. Properly and economically managed, 
something might be saved out of the income after meeting the puja expenses, 
and devoted to some religious or charitable purpose. 

An inventory ought to be made of the ornaments and jewellery of the 
god, and they ought to be kept in safe custody. It is said that such an inventory 
is lodged in the Puri Collectorate, Complaints are from time to time 
made that some of these ornaments have been misappropriated. The Puri 
temple is a public institution, and the public ought to have access to the 
inventory in question. | 5 

The public have never been favoured with a sight of the Raja, who goes 
by the name of bafe fax or moving Vishnu. It is complained that, though 


the moving Vishnu, the Raja has no control over his servants. Not long ago 
a creditor of a certain x h⁰EE—e enjoying the Raja’s favour seized jewellery value 
at about Rs, 30,000. Strange to say, immediately after the seizure, the Raja 

ave the woman more valuable jewel 122 and ornaments. Now the question 
is, where these ornaments came from? Can, again, a man who is so insanely 
guided by his whims, be safely entrusted with the management of the Puri 
temple? | 

130 The Bangavasi of the 17th December has the following— 

a eae 3 Kugland We come across the 3 of t 2 lats in a 
"Me ha vs aga Hindi langu 1) the Jangi Lat, or the 
ne eee Caine 80 (2) the Mulki Lat, or the 
‘Governor-General, and (8) the Padre Lat, or the Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 
About the Padre Lat, we have rarely any occasion to say anything. He is the 
priest of the English Christians and of only such rage. Sos as are Protest. 
ants. He has no control over the administrative, judicial or educational 
departments of the Government. For the British Government, though 
Christian, has assured us that it will not in any way interfere with our religion, 
our manners and customs, our indigenous methods of education. Hence it is 
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a 


N 1 
—— CBS pick A> : 
N — * <> er aise ona Me a! 
* ¥ ¢ — — n 
8 er 3 >> Re ta Ts ’ eet” SAM Ty ~ . aration — 
S : 8 fn PST aD A RO ae MRO 8 4 wot st ie ee OSG Re n 
ee CR = Mok tee 22 rates Sb oe Sas. owe eo el vs we 
e * e 8 2 at = : 9 a. hasta Py ES ve ch. SEK, : yo RO) 
LEN eae OS eu 8 * rr 1 2 
2 way 1 =< Wr sia Si th — 
eee 2 N Se 1 SNH ~~ : 
r Ay . — — 0 ; . 
™~ — * ~ x oF 8 ps n 
am 4 ; 


Nee 


3 


R ‘ — 
— rn . * 
< * ~ tg * * 4 A 
eas cog ‘ 5 N 4 n 
S e 
eee eee RRA 
e 


he HEWES, NOES ie 
] 


— Omg 2 
otro 


i ies 8 — 
3 
- ee n 


. 7: remypemeriaes oy 22 — 8 
* Sime ba , 28 “ jo * 
— — e 
. PA eee EE 7 TERE 


4 5 * . Boe 3 < 

* 1 — aa at sali 7 
eee 
ELIE Sey eS 


EP 


e eee 8 3 
er — * . 


N 10 1 r 8 xt A, 14% 
. n sa 1 ee RA. ae 


_ ave en = : . 7 1 quar 2 2 1 + ie BENS ng > 5 2 “ 
— pore pepe eee > 1 . 8 0 ; > : ; 2 nt ; i N 7 e : 5 : . 
6 ry . ; Tas , . : 4 a hy 2 : 1 a Tali * „ ty J 
. ,. 7 ; g + res . . 2 7 * : : : n ; e af Paige hb 2 N a a 
3 . 3 8 5 mee ri 22 ep) Sos eee, . . 8 5 2 F es 8 1 8 , ; / * 
ZS Nc PK ðtß Oe gts oe PL a eS . 8 Fat FEE BAERS Co RSD BOR TS - * 7 if 
2 EE os Fea E 3 * ce 8 er we 5 —— 5 ” a ian * — 7 — — ~ 
a OME cries 2 8 5 2 . ; 4 — n 2 — — 2 en toe ote Aves 
ern ga “* 3 es " : = 0 e — 5 pes 4 we — Pe Te (ak Rina: for - eh — * ane Nr — * N 7 7 N * 
* N 2 4 — ene — — 8 5 88 d n n sper: ‘ (ie 3 1 2 Fig r -% 2. N ee 
Tete SE - m4 $ 2 ea N n 4 5 1 C ( ͤ˙( C ; <i 3 286 4 : 
0 An RR 5 2 * pod gee i AS eS hor S05 Ais ee . 2 r patra, P ; * Tee lS NS 2 — — 
* 4 + — — ts 2 5 n * ah = 0 — pa K — < — — ae 


- . ‘ * — te ae 
Cc 
} | 


5 
3 


—̃ä — 

— 2 — A ale a 
E 
a EF ee 


* . 1 * Va Roe < 
CCC 
e 
„SFF ͤ c 2 
T 
as NN as a N RAD LD 8 1 


5 
erna =| 
niyo 


— PTT 
77 haat as Xo pA a 


8 Spe PRAIA B59 2) i alt N 1 ae, 
> . er ee ee ee Apes oud SE EA OI GOO EROS ar EES 


* ‘ : 3 0 
y : : cae PRR. ; late Nie Sst 
— — tere 0 1 ein * 1 — 4 derer 
Rien S'S 23 122 5 3 r 8 5 Wr 
2 2 N 7 
— — 2 
— rr 
N. N 
4 


wlan alten 
ee ae 


. 5 ' 
8 n NW 5 1 — — 7 1 
— * . * * wry 932 S oy * ere cata? ots 


Ls n ox] 
oe: PPP NN 
* * 3 7 


‘ ; 


( 1094 ) 


that though our Government is a Christian Government, even its High Priest, 
the Lord Bishop, has no voice in anything that concerns us. Like the 
Musalman Maulvi who has the fullest liberty to read out from the Koran and 
the Hindu Kathak who has the right to recite from the Purans, the Christian 


Missionary has the right to preach the gospels wherever he likes. The Govern- 
ment is neither favourably nor unfavourably disposed towards an 


fa ) religion. 
This absolute religious neutrality of the Government has enabled Hindus and 


Musalmans to practise their religions in peace. This peace, however, is perhaps 
soon going to be disturbed. 

K new Lord Bishop is coming out to this country with the new Governor. 
General. The name of this new Lord Bishop is Dr. Welldon. He was the 
Headmaster of the Harrow School, and if he had stuck to his post, he would 
have soon occupied a high post in his country, probably that of Archbishop of 
Canterbury. His acceptance of the Indian bishopric, therefore, surprised his 
English friends, and, like the new Governor-General who has equally surprised 
his friends by accepting the Viceroyalty, he gave an explanation to the 
English public in an after-dinner speech. His explanation, however, has caused 
us no little fear and anxiety. Here is a passage from his speech :— 

„I would not not have accepted the office of Bishop in Calcutta, if I had 
not been allowed a free hand to encoursge and support Christian missions, 
The religions of India are breaking down. They are being sapped by educa- 
tion and Christianity, and, unless India become Christian, that vast country will 
be without faith. The duty of England is to make India Christian.” 

If these words had fallen from the lips of an ordinary Christian Missionary, 


we could have laughed them away. But Dr. Welldon is more than an ordinary 


Christian Missionary. He is a friend and fellow student of our new Viceroy, 
and both of them are coming out together to fill two of the highest posts in 
the country. When we think of this, we feel somewhat beside ourselves. 
Once, twice, thrice—the oftner we read Dr. Welldon’s speech, the more.is our 
mind filled with fear and anxiety, doubt and surprise. What is this!—we 


think—lIs all our hope, is the assurance of the Queen, is the British Government’s 


glory—the policy of religious neutrality—going to be cast down to the dust ? 
The hope under the inspiration of which we have so long been performing our 
religious ceremonies in peace and worshipping our gods and goddesses, the 
assurance under which the Musalman Imam has been summoning the faithful 
to prayer—are Hindus and Musalmans to lose their confidence in that hope, 


that assurance of the Queen, that only stick of the blind and crutch of the 


cripple? Are we, we ask, henceforward to live in perpetual * * 

“The duty of England is to make India Christian”. It will be a serious 
thing for the Indian people if this statement of the new Lord Bishop be true. 
The London Times, we also notice, lately contained an article entitled, To 
make India Christian.” This article, as well as Dr. Welldon’s speech, shows 
that agitation of a sort is secretly going on in England in regard to this 
subject. It is true that among the English-educated rising generations of 
India religion is gradually dying away. It is true that with our tastes vitiated 
by Western civilisation, we are forsaking our own manners and customs and 
giving up our own costume. It is also true that many of us, having received 
English education and amassed wealth by practising in the law court or holding 
high posts in the public service, treat our social rules with contempt, disrespect 
our priests and gurus and feel no sympathy with native movements and under- 
takings. Still let no Christian 8 entertain the hopeless hope of 
evangelising all India. If in a vast cornfield, there be a bunch or two of 
mildewed corn, should the entire crop be destroyed? No wise man should 
undertake such a vain and foolish work. The Hindus and Musalmans, more- 
over, can bear anything and everything, but they cannot bear any interference 
with their religion. Interfere with their religion, and the Laden pear will 
be driven mad. The Pioneer is very well acquainted with the state of things 


in this country, and it has therefore strongly protested against Dr. Welldon’s 
ge and has also given expression to some of the inmost feelings of its heart. 

ere is a passage from the Pionser's article:—‘‘We have all got to recognise 
that religion for the modern world of European culture is a tabooed topic.” 


The new Lord Bish op, we hope, will carefully ponder over these words before 
he ventures to teach religion to the Indian people. 


gg etd 
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To the blind day and night are one. With him e 


N 


g is shrouded — 


in ot 
in impenetrable darkness—he sees nothing, understands Mar? fang Even if the 


mystery is understood, what can he do? The English Government rules 
a vast empire, and is the arbiter of the destinies of 300, 000, 000 of 
pearls, What it will do will be done, and we shall have to put up with it. 


ut, then, the English nation are the most exalted nation on earth, They 


are large-hearted, high-minded and generous. In the heart of the Indian 

eople they occupy a position almost as high as that occupied by their God. 

We have no doubt that they will not easily forego this hard-earned honour and 

respect. Wise Englishmen, like the editor of the Pioneer, are on our side, and 

we can safely pass over the speech of Dr. Welldon, though he is to be the 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta. There is another hope—Queen Victoria, Em 

of India, is still alive. The Kohinoor still adorns her head. The Indian 

people can, if they like, still go and see her 18 smiling face. We need 

not, therefore, be afraid of the ravings of Dr. Welldon, the school master, now 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 

37. A large-hearted and conscientious European Civilian, writes the same 

at Gitte aper, is going to retire. Mr. W. H. Grimley is 

és own to all as a kind-hearted master, a protector 

of the helpless. During the 35 years of his service in this country 


Mr. Grimley never deprived any oneunder him of his bread. ‘Those who 


served under him are sorry to lose such an able and kind-hearted master. 
38. The Sanjivani of the 17th December says that the Lady Dufferin 
— eek ace Fund has not in the least benefited zanana ladies, 
KC md because they seldom go to a public hospital for 
treatment. But it has vastly benefited European 
and Eurasian ladies by opening up a career forthem. Almost all European 
or Eurasian ladies who received education at the Calcutta Medical College have 


found employment as Superintendents of zanana hospitals in different parts 


of the country. The Calcutta Hospital, too, has been placed under a Euro 

lady doctor, and it is probable that when Miss Cohen returns to India she 
will get the situation for good, On the other hand, Dr. Kadambini Ganguli 
who passed the final examination of the Calcutta Medical College and took her 
degree at Edinburgh, and Bidhu Mukhi Bose and her sister and Jamini Sen, 
who are all passed Assistant Surgeons, have been left unnoticed, though, from 


their intimate knowledge of the country and its people, they would have been 


more useful as Superintendents of zanana hospitals than European ladies. 
Mrs. Ganguli has just now been employed, through unavoidable necessity, in 
the Calcutta Hospital. But considering the satisfaction she has more than once 
given in the post, she ought to be permanently employed. If the fund was 


intended to benefit only European and Eurasian lady medical graduates, the 


officials should have been the last persons to collect subscriptions for it from 
the natives, 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BEN ALI TRANSLATOR'S OFFICE, 


The 24th December 1898. 
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